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of educational route, and these stu-
dents matter just as much as those who 
go to college. 

My amendment ensures that families 
of CTE students are protected by the 
law in the same way that students on 
the traditional route are protected. 

A vote in support of this amendment 
sends the message that career and 
technical education is not only good 
for students, but it is great for stu-
dents. It is great for business, and it is 
great for our communities. 

I urge our colleagues to vote ‘‘yes.’’ 
Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 

of my time. 
Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Chair-

man, I rise in opposition to the amend-
ment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
this amendment, you actually would 
assume that this was part of the bill to 
begin with. Since it is a bad bill, mak-
ing sure that this is in it is just an-
other bad idea. 

For example, it brings in the provi-
sion that you have to notify the par-
ents in advance of all the speakers that 
may be participating, so if you are in a 
career in technical education and you 
have a Career Day, you have got to 
identify all the speakers that are com-
ing to Career Day so the parents—if 
you can get that list, all of them—they 
have to be notified. 

It would limit the use of employers 
as speakers because you would have to 
know exactly which one is going to 
show up, and that would limit the stu-
dents’ ability to learn the high-wage, 
in-demand jobs available at a Career 
Day. 

Basically, this just makes sure that 
the career and technical education is 
part of the bill, and insofar it is a bad 
bill, I would hope the amendment 
would be rejected. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MILLER of Ohio. Mr. Chair, I 
fundamentally believe that our col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle 
mean well, but I am shocked and ap-
palled that we don’t support technical 
education. This is a solid amendment. 

What I just heard, Mr. Chair, is that 
some of our colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle don’t like our union 
counterparts, who don’t like our car-
penters, who don’t like our pipe fitters, 
who don’t like our welders, and who 
don’t like our steelworkers that we 
support. 

That is what I am hearing. I am dis-
turbed by the fact that we cannot sup-
port the silent majority within this 
country, the backbone of our Nation in 
technical education throughout this 
country really is tough for me to swal-
low right now. I am glad that the 
American people can see this for what 
it is. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself 1 minute. 

Mr. Chairman, that is exactly not 
what I said. There is nothing wrong 
with carpenters or other careers. 

It said that if you have a Career Day 
you may not be able to have the Career 
Day unless you can get all the speakers 
lined up well in advance and notify all 
of the parents in advance who they are 
going to be. 

If you have a plumbing firm wanting 
to participate, you have to figure out 
which plumber is going to actually 
show up so you can notify the parents 
of the right one. 

This adds too much confusion to it. 
You may not even be able to have a Ca-
reer Day. To suggest that I am not in 
favor of career and technical education 
is ridiculous. 

If you want a reasonable program, 
you have to allow for the participation 
of people to come in and speak, talk 
about the high-wage, in-demand jobs 
that are available. Forcing the school 
to outline each and every speaker, 
know each and every person that is 
going to show up at a Career Day, be-
fore the Career Day, in time to notify 
the parents is absurd. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MILLER of Ohio. Mr. Chair, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. CARTER of 
Georgia). The question is on the 
amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. MILLER). 

The amendment was agreed to. 

b 1930 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Chair, I move that 
the Committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
FALLON) having assumed the chair, Mr. 
CARTER of Georgia, Acting Chair of the 
Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union, reported that that 
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 5) to ensure the 
rights of parents are honored and pro-
tected in the Nation’s public schools, 
had come to no resolution thereon. 

f 

HONORING DR. WILLIAM CLARK 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize and honor 
my good friend Dr. William Clark on 
his birthday. 

Bill is a resident of Waycross, Geor-
gia, where he practices as an ophthal-
mologist at the Clark Eye Clinic. 

He followed in his father’s footsteps, 
returning to southeast Georgia after 
graduating from the Medical College of 
Georgia at Augusta University. He has 
since been one of the most highly 
sought-after ophthalmologists in the 
entire State. 

Bill is more than just a physician. He 
is a leader in our community and our 
district. He has served as the chair of 
the Okefenokee Swamp Park Board of 
Trustees, chair of the Waycross-Ware 
County Industrial Development Au-
thority, chair of the Waycross Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau, and execu-
tive committee member of the Georgia 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Dr. Clark’s impact on ophthalmology 
in the First District will be felt for 
generations to come. 

I won’t embarrass Dr. Clark and men-
tion his age, but I will say he is much 
older than I am. 

Happy birthday, Bill. Thank you for 
all you do for our district. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LESTER GIBBS 
UPON HIS RETIREMENT 

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor firefighter Les Gibbs on 
his retirement. Les is one of the best 
friends I have in the world, Mr. Speak-
er. 

When I was a single man, I would al-
ways enjoy going honky-tonking with 
Les because he didn’t drink. Neither 
did I, and I knew I wasn’t going to have 
to do anything. When we would go to 
the Cotton Eyed Joe, the ladies would 
be tripping over me and pushing me 
out of way to get in line to dance with 
Les. 

Les has always been a good friend to 
me, and my parents loved him, too. 
When I would ask him to go eat pizza 
with me, he would always ask: ‘‘Are 
Charlie and Joyce going?’’ It was al-
ways clear to me that they ranked a 
little bit higher than me on his list, 
and that was okay because I had very 
cool parents. He loved them right up 
until the end, and he was the man who 
actually carried my momma out of the 
nursing home when she died. 

You could always count on his mo-
torcycle to run, and you could always 
count on mine to break down. When I 
got a new bike, which was actually a 
new bike for me but old for anybody 
else, he would say, ‘‘Oh, I got a new 
rope,’’ because he knew he was going to 
have to pull it. That was a true state-
ment. 

I was there on the day he was sworn 
in as a firefighter in the city of Knox-
ville, and I wish I could be in Tennessee 
instead of Washington when he retires. 
I am hoping that my beautiful wife, 
Kelly, and daughter, Isabel, will be 
there. They love Lester. He has always 
been good to me and my folks and the 
community around him. I can’t thank 
him enough for that. 

He has been a great friend to me, and 
he has been a better firefighter. He has 
been a great friend to hundreds, if not 
thousands, of other people. I wish him 
nothing but good times in retirement. 

Thank you for everything, Lester, 
you have done for me and my family, 
brother. You are very much loved. 
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